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Don’t forget the Wednesday
Evening Net.
From Will VA3WEW and Howie VE3TYQ.

Our Club net is on 147.120 + at 8PM local
time every Wednesday.  Plan to be there.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

June ARES meeting
Saturday June 9th at 09:00 EDT.

The meeting will be held at the Ajax Fire
Station.  We will be discussing the
September field exercise, our emergency
plan, and the Standard Operating
Guidelines that have been created.  For
those who were unable to attend the May
meeting, you can get a copy of our 2006
Annual Report.

Photo ID cards will be handed out to those
who have already had their pictures taken.
We will also be able to take additional
photos.

Durham ARES also needs to update our
membership information.  You will be
receiving an email asking you to confirm the
information we have about you.  Please
respond to that email with any corrections
or updates.

I look forward to seeing all of you there.

VE3GIH Gord Hewit
ARES Durham Region
Asst. Emerg. Coord. - Planning
416-779-3740 cell

During emergencies, my email address is
VE3GIH@winlink.org

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Facility Relocation Project
Update
From the Project Team

The work at the site has passed a major
milestone.  On May 14th the trench for the
electrical service from the CLOCA building
and the Generator Shed to the Repeater
Building was dug, inspected, and
completed.

Using the measure twice cut once
methodology the cable run lengths were set
to insure connections could be easily made.

The purchase of the cables, conduit and
related supplies was done in advance as
much as possible.

Preparation for the work included the grass
cutting of the area surrounding the buildings
so vehicles could park close to where the
work is being done.

At this point the exterior work at the site is
almost complete.

We expect that the remainder of the
electrical work related to the trenches and
conduit will be completed today or
tomorrow in the event of rain.



Special thanks to the following for their
efforts on behalf of the Club:

VE3VGJ, VE3VCY, VE3LLE, VE3TYQ,
VE3CRK, VE3PWH, VE3RMK.

We now have to focus on preparations for
the finishing of the electrical work.

This involves the installation of the plywood
and drywall in the repeater building.   There
is painting to do and cleanup of the
buildings to tackle.  We also have to install
the generator, associated panels switches,
fixtures and outlets.   It is our expectation
and the final electrical inspection will be
completed around month end.

The Club will have to pay close attention to
the expenses as we continue the project.
Prices of some components such as copper
have risen by as much as  60%.  Even with
excellent discount structures from the
vendors we are facing substantially higher
costs.

The Project Team is continuing to look for
opportunities to save costs without
sacrificing safety or the quality of the
installation.   After all this is a
communications facility that is intended for
service in times of need, or worse……

As a Club we all have to work together to
insure that we are able to meet the
challenges and support the health of the
Club going forward.

Please consider how you can assist.  As we
approach the move of the repeater
components proper we are going to require
many hands.

We’ll continue with these reports as we
reach the coming milestones.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

WANTED
From Brian VA3BAH

Cheap Room to Rent or Roommates to
Share

I'm a slightly off the wall, open minded, non
smoking male on a limited budget who is
house broken, can cook, cleans up after
himself and puts the seat down.
Furthermore, I'm also a multi-faceted
individual who appreciates diversity; enjoys
stimulating conversation, but values and
respects one's space and privacy.

??????  Interested  ??????

Contact Brian A. Hopkins via email:
b_hopkins@hotmail.com or call me via Skype
(www.skype.com) my user name is VA3BAH

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

From the Chair in the Shack
Well folks, the year is just about over with
VE3OSH well on its way to being moved.
Let's all hope that it works better from the
new location. It has been a long haul but
the end is at least in sight along with a
celebration party.

Set aside some time for Camp X this year
please. We need you operating and
explaining radio to visitors. It really is
enjoyable. Bring a lawn chair so that you
can rest between jobs.

At the most recent South Pickering
meeting, there was a great deal of chatter
about how to attract new hams. We have
been watching a slow decline in the umber
of active hams for ten years or more and,
without some help, our precious
hobby/service is in scary shape. Not only is
the number of active hams down but
attendance at flea markets is down as well.
We need to be thinking in terms of what
actions we can take to make the hobby
better known and attractive to those who
might enjoy it as we do.

Regarding hamfests, several points
became clear. First, the quality of
merchandise is going down as eBay and



the Ontario Swap siphon off the best
transceivers and establish high prices at the
same time. Second, those high prices drive
new hams to the purchase of new
equipment which often performs as well or
better than some of the 20 year old radios
at very nearly as low a price. Third, As
interest in the hobby wanes (Internet, cell
phones, computers take their share of time
and the bands are pretty noisy) hams are
less likely to buy stuff. We need to find
alternate sources of funding and fast.

This year’s event saw a decline in buyers
and in vendor numbers. We will be taking
about $!,000 for each club but that is not
what we are used to. There is no reason to
quit the field since it represents an evening
and morning for most of our members and it
is kind of fun. Nevertheless, the days of
70% of our funds coming from the event are
gone for now. Put on your caps and dream
up something we can use for fundraising
will you?

Last and most important for this month is
the upcoming World Radio Conference. Our
delegates already live in the cheapest
hotels for this event and sometimes are
forced to pay some of their own expenses.
This is the time at which a good fight saves
our amateur locations and we need the very
best people. Fortunately, we have them.
Now all we need to do is contribute to
RAC’s Defense of Amateur Radio Fund
(DARF) to help fund this exercise. It is
extremely easy to do when you renew
online or when you renew by mail. Check
the DARF lists of contributors and you will
see familiar callsigns. Why not join them?

73 de Pete

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

I trust that all of you are looking forward to
the summer months.  Not only is this an
exciting time for the Club, but we also have
the increase in outdoor and leisure time
activities to look forward to.   Please take
time to think about safety in everything you
do.

One of the things that we notice is how
being tired can affect our judgement.
Being overtired can have “really bad”
consequences.

Yesterday at the site we all got good and
tired.  Those of us who were working spent
the extra time to talk about what we were
doing because as we got to the end of the
day and the trench was covered in, one slip
up could have meant having to fig
everything up and starting again.

Some organizations refer to this as “a
questioning attitude”, “conservative decision
making” and 3-way communications”.

I am reminded of the old engineering
maxim:  “Measure with micrometer, mark
with chalk, cut with axe”.  The care we take
in the early stages saves grief and
aggravation in the later stages.

Your humble scribe.

Ken
VE3RMK



May M-F 9-6 Sat 10-4   June M-F 9-5 Sat 10-4
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Vectronics VEC-1340K 
40m QRP Transceiver Kit

New Products & Great Deals!

Alinco DM-340MVT
30 Amp Analog Power Supply

Only $249.00

This 30A con-
tinuous supply is 
ideal for applica-
tions that require 
an extremely low 
noise output. 
Large dual meters, variable volt-
age from 0 - 15V. Forced air cool-
ing. Convenient front panel main 
and auxilliary power connections.

Reg. $89.95  Sale $62.97

Reg. $89.00  Sale $62.97

Connect 
between 
your PC's 
USB port 
and your 

rig's mic, data or accessory port 
for PSK-31, SSTV, MT-63, CW, 
RTTY, AMTOR and Packet and 
much more. No connections are 
required to your PC's sound card! 

This credit-card sized HT 
features 200 memories, 
CTCSS encode/decode, Euro 
tone bursts and wideband RX 

including VHF air (AM), 
FM broadcast band and 
VHF. 300mW output 
with included Li-ion bat-
tery. 500mW output with 
optional DC cable.

Reg. $239.00 Sale $209.97

Build this 
inexpensive 
XCVR kit that 
really works! 
Includes 
crystal for 
QRP calling 
frequency. One Watt output. 0.3 
uV sensitivity. Case not included. 
For intermediate kit builders.

Garmin C580 GPS

LDG AT-7000
 Auto Antenna Tuner for IC-7000

Garmin Zumo 450 
GPS for Motorcycles

Alinco DJ-C7T
Dual Band Subcompact HT

MFJ-1124 DC Power Bar

SignaLink USB
Digital Modes for New PC's

Weather Station Package 
Oregon Scientifi c WMR-112A

Controlled by 
the "Tune" 
button on your 
radio. Tunes 
new frequen-
cies in about 3 seconds. 
Almost instant tuning for frequen-
cies you have visited before! Easy 
one-button tuner bypass. 
Transceiver not included.

Only $249.00

Reg. $289.00  Sale $238.97

Preloaded 
North America 
detail maps, 
turn by turn 
voice com-
mands with 

street and exit names, hands-free 
calling on bluetooth compatible 
phones, built-in MP3 player. One 
year FREE dynamic content from 
MSN® Direct. (select USA cities)
CLICK HERE FOR PRICING*

zūmo is built for 
motorcycles 
and the open road! 
Glove-friendly 
touch screen, 
preloaded street 
maps, turn-by-turn 

directions, built-in JPEG picture 
viewer and MP3 Player. Includes 
mount and carry case.

Only $119.95 each

CLICK HERE FOR PRICING*

Four PowerPole pairs and two 
sets of binding posts will help you 
organize your shack and protect 
your 12 Volt transceivers and 
accessories. Includes eight-gauge 
six-foot power cord, extra connec-
tors, contacts and fuses. 

The control console with 
touchscreen LCD monitors 
and displays weather 
forecast, barometric 
pressure with history, 
indoor & outdoor 
temperature and 
humidity. One indoor 
and three outdoor 
sensors are included. 

*GPS PRICES CHANGE FREQUENTLY. CALL STORE OR CHECK OUR WEB SITE FOR CURRENT PRICING.
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