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Is anybody out there? 
From Ken VE3RMK 
 
 After having to use my table saw as a table saw it was nice to get back to using it to hold my shack up off 
the floor.  That’s the funny thing about having a house and having to maintain it.  You have to use things for their 
intended purpose.  Anyways the work was done (for the moment) and it was time to spend time on the bands.  
Over the summer and fall we’d had some fairly strong winds but at the time I didn’t think much of it.  After all my 
antennas had suffered worse and were just fine.    I try to take a look at them with my MFJ analyzer, but this time I 
was a “man on a mission”.  You can imagine how my sense of joy was building as I got things plugged in and 
connected.  I had thoughts of the chance to snag another state or two for my WAS.  VOAPROP showed that 
things were looking very promising, so I powered up the rigs.    The sounds of static and QRM filled the workshop.  
It was truly a magic moment.   Almost every time I power up the rigs is a magic moment,  I guess that’s why I 
enjoy Amateur Radio.  As I tuned around 20M and a HAM in Northern Ireland was calling CQ.  This is one contact 
I really wanted.   I called back.  NO response.  I listened as another HAM in New York State made contact.   
When that QSO finished I called again.  NO response.  I was puzzled. The HAM in New York was running 
100watts into a dipole.  So was I… or so I thought.   I listened to the Northern Ireland HAM go QRT.  I dialed up 
and down the band listening to the over signals but there wasn’t much, so it seemed like a good time to check the 
SWR with the antenna analyzer.   Talk about a surprise!   The 20M dipole that had previously been flat (for just 
over 4 years) was over 3:1!!  Darkness prevented me from looking into the situation. 
 
 The next day, I wandered into the back yard and looked up.   There was definitely a more noticeable sag 
in the 20M dipole that before. So I synched up the ropes a bit.   The sag was gone, BUT now the SWR showed 
15:1…  I was annoyed to say the least.  After supper the dipole came down.  On the ground it became apparent 
that one leg was “loose”.   Sadly the only way to determine the cause was to open things up.   My trusty Dremel 
tool did the work.  The silicone seal plug seemed way too loose. 
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Is anybody out there? Continued…. 
 
A look inside showed even more worrying signs….. signs of moisture.   The Dremel tool got a 
work out. 
 

 
 
 I’ve been told that antennas have a finite life.   Sad to say, in this case it was only 5 
years.  The leg that wasn’t loose had a silicone seal plug that required major force to extract.  
The end with the socket yielded water not just moisture when it was opened…..  It also yielded 
the cause of the missed opportunity. 
 

 
 
 So I have to build a new dipole.  I’m thinking I’ll build a fan dipole for 20M, 17M and 
15M.  Why do we always have to work on our antennas in the wintertime? 
 



 

 

 

From the Chair in the Shack 
 

As we enter 2010, I feel that our hobby is finally beginning to show signs of stress.  Several 
things have brought this to mind. 
 
Although the number of licensed hams increases yearly, club and activity rosters shrink. 
Activity both on repeaters and HF bands is lower. 
Demand for our services for public event is up but participation is sagging some. 
Building projects, even simple ones is losing popularity. 
Kids are not "wowed" by radio as they were. 
 
I'm asking myself why this might be happening.  Here is a list of things I think may have a 
bearing on our hobby in no particular order. 
 
Current job demands take away available time. 
Recession means fewer have money to spend on a hobby. 
Internet has fantastic appeal and content. 
Cell phones and internet have provided lots of communications opportunities. 
Projects are increasingly seen as expensive, possible failures and too technical. 
So many areas in amateur radio are available that there is confusion about what to do next. 
People are more likely to be distrustful of others. 
Each of us has so many interests that ham radio loses out. 
 
There are many more. I'm certain that almost all of us have had one of those factors actively 
reducing our ham time.  We are to be excused but we should understand where the whole 
complex will lead our hobby.  
 
On the face of it, there is much to worry us.  Remember, though, what interested us in the 
hobby to begin with. The sheer magic of signals passing through space, often between 
continents or into space itself is a miracle. Controlling those signals is an incredible feeling.  
We hams do it by ourselves.  Yup, radio manufacturers supply us with equipment but we don't 
have to use prebuilt stuff.  We can make our own. And even the best radio is only as good as 
the antenna (we can build great ones) or the operator.  Really, we are the essence of the 
signal's success or failure.  We learn as we go how to make communications possible. 
 
By contrast, how many of us have even the slightest idea how internet packets are transmitted 
and switched or how the cell phone network operates?  If either is broken, can we fix it or 
replace it?  Of course not.  The one power we all have is to communicate when all the fancy 
stuff fails.  It is magic. 
 
I'm resolving this year to learn more about radio and operate more often.  How about you? 
 
73 de Pete 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
This is the start of what should be great year for all of us and for the Club.  Let’s all pitch in. 
 
Your humble scribe, 
 
Ken 
VE3RMK 
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LAyAWAy AND C.O.D. ARe STiLL AvAiLAbLe!
Special pricing in effect from Jan 1St to feb 28th 2010.   all itemS SubJect to availability.  

This reflective vest is 
lightweight and folds 
up small. One size 
fits most! Adjustable 
side straps. Great for 
ARES volunteers, 
emergency and public 
service use.

This extremely powerful hardware and 
software package allows you to track 
flights in real time from all over the world 
in 3D! Choose from 3D approach, airport 
or flightdeck views. See flight ID, reg-
istration, altitude, speed, heading and 
vertical speed. Easy plug & play USB 
connection, no complex time consuming 
setup. See our web site for details.

Regularly-Priced

Happy New year!
Let’s Start the New year off Right with Great Savings!

More New Products!  More New Products!

We pay the 
Tax on 

ALL books!

AirNav Radar box 3D

13 DB 2.4GHz Wifi Beam
Ideal for extending your WiFi reach to 

a shed or barn or 
use it to connect 
to a local “hot-
spot”. Extremely 
rugged high gain 

design. Mast not included.

Reg. $309.95 Sale $289.97

30 Amp Power Supply
Jetstream

JTPS30 
$169.95

New books!  We stock a large selection of books.

ARRL Reflective Vest

$24.95

Adjustable from 9 to 15 VDC at 25 
amps (30 amps surge). Voltage/am-
perage meter. Front-panel low-current 
connetors and cigarette jack.We also stock Wifi cables and connectors.

DON’T FORGeT AbOUT OUR ANNUAL JANUARy CLeARANCe SALe. See Web SiTe FOR DeTAiLS.

10% OFF 
ALL in-stock

10% OFF 
ALL in-stock

bCT15X Mobile Scanner
This GPS-
enabled scanner 
can automatically 
select nearby radio systems for scan-
ning (GPS not supplied). Can scan 
Motorola Type I/II/IIi Hybrid, EDACS 
and LTR analog trunk systems.

$39.95$8.95$44.95$34.95 $24.95

$59.95
ANT-9001

http://www.durhamradio.com/amateur-electronics-books-arrl.html?MMCF_NSARC1001
http://www.durhamradio.com/search.php?mode=search&by_title=Y&by_shortdescr=Y&by_fulldescr=Y&including=all&substring=ldg&MMCF_NSARC1001
http://www.durhamradio.com/search.php?mode=search&substring=comet&including=all&by_title=on&by_shortdescr=on&by_fulldescr=on&categoryid=1574&category_main=on&category_extra=on&search_in_subcategories=on&MMCF_NSARC1001
http://www.durhamradio.com/software-with-cable.html?MMCF_NSARC1001
http://www.durhamradio.com/arrl-transmitter-hunting-book-canada.html?MMCF_NSARC1001
http://www.durhamradio.com/building-successful-hf-antennas-amateur-radio-book-peter-dodd-g3ldo-canada.html?MMCF_NSARC1001
http://www.durhamradio.com/arrl-dxcc-list-book-amateur-radio-durham-radio-sales-ontario-canada.html?MMCF_NSARC1001
http://www.durhamradio.com/arrl-emergency-communication-handbook-9388-canada.html?MMCF_NSARC1001
http://www.durhamradio.com/arrl-basic-antennas-comprehensive-introduction-to-amateur-radio-antennas-durham-radio-sales-canada.html?MMCF_NSARC1001
http://www.durhamradio.com/search.php?mode=search&by_title=Y&by_shortdescr=Y&by_fulldescr=Y&including=all&substring=radarbox3d&MMCF_NSARC1001
http://www.durhamradio.com/arrl-9405-emergency-amateur-radio-communication-vest-durham-radio-sales-whitby-ontario-canada.html?MMCF_NSARC1001
http://www.durhamradio.com/digiwave-ant9001-wifi-directional-beam-antenna-13db-gain-durham-radio-ontario-canada.html?MMCF_NSARC1001
http://www.durhamradio.com/bct15x-uniden-trunktracker-trunktracking-mobile-scanner-ontario-canada.html?MMCF_NSARC1001
http://www.durhamradio.com/jetstream-jtps30m-30-amp-surge-switching-power-supply-canada.html?MMCF_NSARC1001
http://www.durhamradio.com/?MMCF_NSARC1001

